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Fall Survey 2025 NY Bee Wellness 

Highlights: Statewide participants generally increased their apiary size during the year by ~30% for the Winter of 

2025-2026 after a 38% 2024/25 winter l0ss. Most hives added in 2025 were from splits, swarms, and nucs.  ~15% of 

participants experienced a colony loss of greater than 15% or greater in the Fall, with Queen Problems/loss as a 

possible cause: 31%, followed by robbing, 14%, and Parasitic Mite Syndrome (PMS): 8%  

2025 had early rain, but became dry by mid-summer, 54% of reporting beekeepers were happy with their honey 

crop; the Central region was 71% happy, while only ~30% were happy with the crop in the NYC Metro region. 

About 47% of beekeepers do not monitor varroa mite levels, but some assume that they have varroa and proactively 

apply treatment. The top 2 varroa mite treatments used were Formic and Oxalic vapor. 

The top 3 problems that respondents had with their bees are: small hive beetles, varroa mites, and possible 

queen failure. 

 

Q1: How many live overwintered hives or nucs did you have at the start of April ? 

 

Q2: How many NEW hives did you add this year 
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Q4: How many hives and nucs are entering Winter? 

 

 

 

 

Q5: For Fall 2025 (September,October, November) approximately what % of hives were 

lost? This includes dead-outs, weak hives, hives that were combined with other hives. 
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Q11: If you treated for mites, what treatment did you use? 
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Q12: What problems did your bees have this year? 
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Small Hive Beetle

varroa mite

possible queen failure ( lack of brood, queen cells/queen…

unknown

other (comment below)

Wax Moth

Strong colony/ no honey production

Fall dwindling or absconding of bees; dead Fall hives, please…

Nuisance animals (mice, raccoon, bear)

late season swarms (late August - October)

Deformed wing Virus

chalkbrood

Accident (hive blew over etc)

Pesticide; please state how confirmed below, Example:…

European Foulbrood; please state how confirmed below,…

unknown brood disease

Nosema, please state how confirmed below, Example:…

American Foul Brood; please state how confirmed below,…


